In the racemic title compound, C 21 H 24 ClNO, the dihedral angle between the planes of the benzene rings is 86.52 (14) and those between the benzene rings and the piperidine ring are 61.66 (14) and 86.39 (14) . The piperidine ring adopts a twisted boat conformation. No directional interactions could be detected in the crystal.
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S1. Comment
Piperidine derivatives have immense biological significance and show blood cholesterol lowering activity (Nalanishi et al., 1974; Parthiban et al., 2009) . The piperidine moiety is the basic unit commonly found in natural alkaloids. These compounds are observed to exhibit antihistamine, anaesthetic and tranquilizer activities (Robinson, 1973) . They also exhibit antifungal and antibacterial activities (Mobio et al., 1989) .
In the stucture of the racemic title compound, C 21 H 24 ClNO ( 
S2. Experimental
A mixture of t-3-methyl-r-2,c-6-diphenylpiperidine (5 mmol), chloroacetyl chloride (20 mmol) and triethylamine (20 mmol) in anhydrous benzene (20 ml) was stirred at room temperature. The precipitated ammonium salt was filtered and the resulting solution was washed with water and bicarbonate solution (4x10 ml). Finally, the benzene solution was dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate and concentrated. The pasty mass was purified by crystallization from a mixture of petroleum ether (60-80 °C) and ethyl acetate in the ratio of 95:5.
S3. Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93-0.98 Å, with U iso (H)= 1.5U eq (C-methyl) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound showing atom numbering, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Figure 2
The packing of the molecules in the unit cell.
2-Chloro-1-(3-ethyl-2,6-diphenylpiperidin-1-yl)ethanone
Crystal data ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

